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1 
This invention relates fo protectors ïor up- 
holstery trim beads, and more particularly fo a 
protecting cover ïor the trim or wind beads dis- 
posed around the inner, edges oï the door open- 
ings in an. automobile body. 
It is among the objects oï he invention to pro- 
vide a pr0tective covering ïor the trim beads of 
automobile .bodies, which, covering can be easily 
applied -to .the trim beads -and rmly retains it= 
self in plee thereon fo proteet new beads or fo 
eoverand eonceal, as well as proteet, worn and 
soiled :bed s, whieh can be used fo cover an en- 
tire bead or only a worn part or a part partieu- 
larly subject fo wear and soiling, as may be de- 
sired, whieh is neat and attractive when applied 
and can be ruade of transparent material fo show 
the eolor and texture of .the bead itself or can 
be ruade of an opaque material fo coneeal the 
bead, and which is economieal fo manufacture 
and can be applied fo an upholstery bead with 
no modification of the bead construction. 
Other objects and advantages will become ap- 
parent from a consideration of the following de- 
scription and the appended elaims in eonjune- 
tion with the aceompanying drawing, wherein: 
Figure 1 is a perspective view of a fragmen- 
tary portion of the interior of an automobile 
body Showing the manner of applying a protec- 
rive eovering illustrative of the invention fo an 
upholstery trim bead; 
Figure 2 is a fragmentary eross-sectional view 
on the line 2--2 of Figure 1; 
Figure 3 is a longitudinal elevational view of a 
section of trim bead proteet0r illustrative of the 
invention; 
Figure 4 is an end elevation of the trim bead 
proteetor; 
Figure 5 is a transverse cross-sectional view 
on the line 6--6 of Figure 3; 
Figure 6 is a longitudinal elevational view of 
the side of the protector opposite that illustrated 
in Figure 3; and 
Figure 7 is a perspective view of a short sec- 
tion of a somewhat modified form of trim bead 
proteetor. 
With continued reference fo the drawing, Fig- 
ures 1 and 2 illustrate a fragmentary portion of 
an automobile body ineluding a side wall 18 
having a door opening therein, a door I f elosing 
the opening and an upholstery trim bead or wind 
bead 12 extending around the edge of the door 
opening inside of the vehiele body. 
This trim bead is a fabrieated structure in- 
eluding a substantially eylindrieal cote of flex- 
ible material, sueh as sponge rubber, and a fabrie 

covering surrounding the sponge rubber cote and 
extending to one side oï the cote fo provide an 
attaching stxip or tab by means ofwhich the trim 
bead is seeured to the vehiele body and made an 
5 integral part of the body upholstery. The trim 
bead itself is generally eylindrical in shape and 
extends entirely around the door opening exeept 
for the bottom of the 0pening, the trim bead hav- 
ing ifs ends disposed at the bottom' ends of ¢Jae 
i0 edges oï the door opening. 
The portion of the trim bead adjacent the bot- 
tom of the door opening is subjeet to very hard 
wear, as iris ïrequently kieked or seuffed by per- 
sons entering or leaving the automobile and is 
'1 ïrequently soiled aïter a very short period of 
use of a.new automobile. The proteetive cover of 
the present invention may be used in short 
lengths to protect and eover only the portions 
 of the trim beads near the bottoms of the door 
20 opening, or, .if desired, may be used to enclose 
and protect the entire length of eaeh of the trim 
beads. 
The protective eoverîng is an elongated, sub- 
stantially eylindrieal tube I of thin-walled, flex- 
25 ible material having an instde diameter substan- 
tially the -saine as the outside diameter of tae 
trim bead to whieh the eover is fo be .applied. 
The material, such as synthetie resin plastic, 
may be ruade transparent in order to show the 
3o eolor and texture of the trim bead which it eovers 
or may be ruade opaque to eoneeal as well as pro- 
teet the trim bead, and, if ruade opaque, may be 
suitably eolored or otherwise decorated fo pro- 
vide an attractive appearanee. 
35 The tubular body I is provided with a longi- 
tudinally extending eut or slot 14 which extends 
entirely through the wall of the body and from 
one end of the body to the other so that the edges 
of the body af opposite sides of the eut may be 
4O sprung apart fo permit the trim bead to pass 
through the opening thus provided and into the 
interior of the tubtùar body of the eover. 
In the form of the invention shown in Figures 
3 and 4, the edges of the eut are smooth and the 
45 eovering is designed to elamp or grip the trim 
bead firmly and provide suffieient friction between 
itself and the trim bead to resist movement of 
the eovering relative to the trim bead. 
In the arrangement shown in Figures 4 and 5, 
50 the body is serrated along eacfi edge of the eut, 
as indieated at I and 16, to provide small teeth, 
the points of whieh engage the fabrie of the trim 
bead attaching strip or tab and assist in holding 
the eovering in place on the trim bead. 
5 In the ïurther modified arrangement shown in 
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Figure 7, one side oï the cut is leït smooth, as 
indicated at J T, and the other side is serrated te 
provide a series oï small teeth ! 8 ïor engaging the 
trim bead ïabric and holding the cover firmly 
in place thereon. 
Iï desired, portions oï the eut may be leït 
smooth and other portions serrated along the 
length o2 the tubular cover, the lengths o2 the 
smooth and serrated portions being dimensioned 
and proportioned as may be desired, or as may 
be ïound te provide the best results. 
The invention may be embodied in other specific 
forms without departing ïrom the spirit or essen- 
tial characteristics thereoL The present embodi-' 
ments are thereïore te be considered in all re- 
spects as illustrative and net restrictive, the scope 
oï the invention being indicated by the appended 
claires rather than by the ïoregoing description, 
and all changes which corne within the meaning 
and range oï equivalency oï the claims are thel'e- 
ïore intended te be embraced therein. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A protective cover ïor an upholstery triln 
bead comprising an elongated cylindrical tube oï 
thin-walled resi!ient material having an insidé 
diameter substantially the saine as the outside 
diameter oï an upholstery trim bead on which 
the cover is te be mounted and having a eut ex- 
tending longitudinally thereoï ïrom one end te 
the other and entirely through the wall thereof 
zo that the edges oï the cover along opposite sides 
oï the eut can be sprung apart te provide an 
opening through which a trim bead may pass te 
the interior oï the cover, the resiliency of the 
material reducing this opening when the edge 
separating pressure is released and bringing the 
protective cover into close contact with an asso- 
ciated trim bead, said body being serrated along 
both sides oï said eut te provide two opposed series 
oï small teeth engageable with the material oï a 
trim bead te assist in securing thecover against 
movement relative te a trim bead on which it is 
mounted. 
 2. A protective cover ïor an upholstery trim 
bead consisting only oï an elongated cylindrical 
tube oï thin-walled resflient material having an 
inside diameter substantially the same as the out- 
side diameter oï an upholstery trim bead on which 

4 
the cover is te be mounted and having a eut ex- 
tending longitudinally thereof frein one end te 
the other and entirely through the wall thereof 
se that the edges of the cover along opposite sides 
5 of the eut can be sprung apart te provide an 
opening through which a trim bead may pass te 
the interior of the cover, the resiliency of the 
material reducing this opening when the edge 
separating pressure is released and causing said 
10 tubeto engagesaid trimbeadsnuglysubstantially 
entirely therearound, and said tube being of suiïi- 
cient length that the edge grip on the bead avoids 
undesired slipping of the cover device longitudi- 
nally. 
15 3. A protective cover for an upholstery trim 
bead comprising an elongated cylindrical tube oï 
thin-walled resilient material having an inside 
diameter substantially the saine as the outside 
diameter of an upholstery trim bead on which 
20 the cover is te be mounted and having a eut ex- 
tending longitudinally thereoï frein one end te 
the other and entirely through the wall thereof 
se that the edges of the cover along opposite sides 
of the eut can be sprung apart te provide an 
25 opening through which a trim bead may pass te 
the interior of the cover, the resiliency of the 
material reducing this .opening when the edge 
separating pressure is released and bringing said 
protective cover into close contact with an asso- 
30 ciated trim bead, said body having tooth means 
on at least one edge of said eut engageable with 
the material of the trim bead te assist in main- 
taining the cover against movement relative te 
a trim bead on which it is mounted. 
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